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Taiwan Cultural Learning Study Tour- 3

Teachers’ Sharing
by Lina Yan

A total of 30 CYC students, led by 3 teachers, went to Taipei for a 4-day Taiwan study tour from
the 23rd to 26th of April. Due to various limitations, only 30 students could join the 4-day Taiwan
study tour. Many were disappointed because of limited seats. If only more students could join
the study tour, more students could benefit from it. What we could do to compensate the other
students, especially the disappointed ones, was to publish a pamphlet of the Taiwan trip so that
our group would be able to share our learning experience. Read through this pamphlet and see
where we have been to and what we have learnt!

It was a great chance for all to learn from the successful experience of Taiwan. This eye-opening
trip has offered so much for the group to experience and learn. We went to National Palace
Museum, Shihsanghang Museum of Archaeology, Yehliu Geopark and Taipei 101 to learn the
historical, geographical and cultural development of Taiwan. We could also see how environ-
mental policy and protection was practised at Bali Refuse Incineration Plant, Tzu Chi Resources
Recycling Station and even in a local library in Taipei.

All points of visit were carefully selected. Various Museums did provide a lot of information about
the development of Taiwan and the Chinese culture. Students could be more connected with the
lives of the people in history. However, the most special part of the study tour was to visit Bali
Refuse Incineration Plant and Tzu Chi Resources Recycling Station. Students could see how
the rubbish collected was treated and burnt as well as how the Refuse Incineration Plant was
operated. The team could even be involved in part of the plastic bottle recycling process at Tzu
Chi Resources Recycling Station. Students worked with volunteers from Taipei. The volunteer
service was an impressive experience and has a profound impact on every student on recycling
and protecting our environment. ‘ ‘

The group realized that environmental protec- &€ Sl =\ -
tion is not anything distant from them but can | B OIS
be practiced in everyday life after the trip. Most & 1 \
of us did not think that there is anything wrong =
with throwing away rubbish and plastic bottles.
After the Taiwan study trip, some students said in
their own reflection that they decided to change
their buying habits and their life pattern to be
environmental friendly when they noticed how
much effort other people in the world has made
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Taiwan Cultural Learning Study Tour- a

Students’ Sharing
3A Fu Qi Long

Let’s learn from Taiwan’s Green Work!

From the 23rd to 26th of April, a total of 30 CYC students went to Taipei for a study tour. | am honoured
to be one of them. In this five-day tour, | have got not only an unforgettable experience but also a pre-
cious opportunity to observe the clean environment in Taiwan and to feel the kindness offered by the
people there, which will attract me to go to Taiwan again.

We visited many places in this tour such as National Palace Museum, Yehliu Geopark, Bali Refuse
Incineration Plant and etc. All these places showed that Taiwan is a green island and the people there
have paid a lot of efforts to maintain their ‘green’ environment and on heritage conservation. Let me give
you some details.

First, in the National Palace Museum, there are many important cultural relics kept properly. Without the
perseverance of Taiwanese, these treasures might have been taken by intruders in the time of war. This
museum was totally different from what we have visited in Hong Kong.

Second, in the Yehliu Geopark, we saw a lot of rocks of different shapes and most of them are still un-
dergoing corrosion and weathering. Therefore, we should treasure them and be careful not to damage
them. After visiting the Geopark, | learned the nature’s wondrous work and we should protect our nature.

Among all the places we visited, the Bali Refuse Incineration Plant impressed me most. It was built
against strong opposition. Some people thought that the incineration plant did more harm than good to
them. However, the fact is that it brings a lot of advantages to the people in the neighbourhood. For ex-
ample, the energy regain process can generate thermal energy from burning the refuse. It was surprised
to find that such compensation facilities make many people really want to live near the incineration plant.
This helps me have a better understanding of the working principle of an incinerator and makes me real-
ize that having an incinerator is not as bad as we imagine.

| think Hong Kong’s government needs to follow Taiwan’s example because it is the only way to solve
the problem of saturated landfills in Hong Kong. The Taiwan government has done a lot of effective and
good work on environmental protection.

Allin all, I think this Taiwan study tour has broadened my horizon. We should learn from Taiwan in order
to improve Hong Kong's environmental work. We all want to see a greener Hong Kong, don’t we?
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3A Yu Kin Fung

What'’s good for our environment?

In the Taiwan tour, | deeply experienced the culture of Taiwan. The people there are really nice. The
scenery there is amazing and wonderful. Besides, the tasty food there will certainly make you become
fatter.

During this Taiwan trip, | went to several places, mostly tourist attractions, such as Yehliu Geopark
and Tzu chi Resources Recycling Station. All left a very deep impression on me. For instance, Yehliu
Geopark has wonderful rocks beautifully created by nature. Moreover, Taipei 101, being the tallest
green building in the world, has changed my perception about green buildings. However, one place in
particular really gave me a deep impression and | think | will never forget this place. This place is Bali
Refuse Incineration Plant.

Bali Refuse Incineration Plant is located in New Taipei City. What makes this plant really different from
other incineration plants is that it has a national pioneering multi-function refuse incineration plant inte-
grated with community, equipped with a recreation center and a carbon neutral park. Besides its rubbish
incinerating, it has also a community center in which the people from New Taipei City can enter with
their ID card and have a swim or a daily walk there.

Now, you may ask “Why are people willing to go there? Well, as a person who walked into the plant, |
could tell you that even in the incineration plant, people feel nearly no smell coming from the rubbish.
Why? It is because the plant has done a great job in keeping the rubbish away from people. With the
amazing insulation techniques and advanced Flue gas treatment System, the plant has won many
prizes and awards.

This plant has made me reflect on Hong Kong's environmental protection policies. Hong Kong has
a tough road to go before the building of incineration plants due to people’s opposition. | think that
an incineration plant is essential in Hong Kong. Some argue that incineration plant is harmful to the
environment and the residents living in the neighbourhood. But the fact is that incineration plants can
be very clean and benefit to the community by having a heated swimming pool, a green walkway or an
ecological trail just like the Bali Refuse Incineration Plant.

| have had a great experience at Taipei during the Taiwan Cultural Learning Study Tour. In the past, |
thought protecting the environment was the responsibility of the government. But now | hold a different
perspective, protecting the environment can be done by individuals, even you and me. We can start by
using renewable chopsticks, forks and spoons when we are ordering lunches or eating outside. We can
turn off unnecessary electrical appliances or drink home-boiled water instead of buying plastic bottled
water from outside shops. All of these little actions can achieve a big goal. We should start protecting
the Earth, the blue marble of space, the only home for us human beings.
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Taiwan Cultural Learning Study Tour- 3

Students’ Sharing
4F Tang Tsz Wai

The marvelous incineration plant in Taiwan

| am glad to join the 5-day Taiwan study tour. We have been to many places during the tour. On the
third day, we went to Bali Refuse incineration Plant, which treats domestic and industrial garbage by
a mechanical mixed grate of an incinerator. The process is novel to me since | have never seen it in
Hong Kong. In our city, we dump tones of waste into the landfill sites every day, refusing to consider
incinerators, however using the incinerator is actually beneficial to the citizens in Taiwan. The followings
are the reasons.

In the first place, Bali Refuse incineration Plant has an advanced system which can effectively reduce
the amount of garbage, sewage and flue gas. Fortunately, | had a chance to see the burning process of
garbage in the incineration through the glass window in the plant. To my surprise, the burning process
was totally clean. | really admire the appearance and the design of the incinerator plant as it is unique
and transparent. Neighbours living nearby can see the working process of the incinerator through the
glass wall clearly. This can make them feel secure.

Besides the garbage treatment area, there are a Taipei ecological trail, a heated swimming pool, an
environmental protection dream factory and a low carbon center in the plant. The above facilities are
named as ‘Caron-Neutralized Paradise’. Actually, the paradise is a good place to educate students
about the environment as well. All people are welcome to visit there. We can say that the plant is ‘killing
two birds with one stone’. The advantages of using the incinerator definitely far outweigh the disadvan-
tages.

The waste treatment of Taiwan is different from Hong Kong. In our city, we throw thousand tones of
waste into the landfill sites every day and the landfills are nearly saturated. What can we do? The ul-
timate solution is using incinerator. We can see that it is beneficial for Taiwan to use the incinerators.
We can see many advantages from the above example. As a result, | sincerely hope that Hong Kong
government can learn from Taiwan to build incinerators in order to save our precious land and protect
our environment. Furthermore, all of us should be responsible for and be an eco-friendly person to our
environment. Let's reduce the rubbish and maintain a lovely clean city, Hong Kong!
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4F Young Sze Wan
Meaningful Voluntary Work in Taiwan

| am Young Sze Wan from 4F. From 23 April to 26 April 2014, | joined the Taiwan Cultural Learning
Study Tour. In this tour, we have visited many museums which are about Taiwan’s culture and the
environmental friendly facilities that are being used in Taiwan. The most impressive event for me in
the tour was doing the voluntary work.

On the last day in Taiwan, led by a tour guide, we went to a resource retrieving station to do voluntary
work. Before starting our work, there was a short talk about the background of this station and envi-
ronmental protection. We were reminded of the importance of recycling. We should not use dispos-
able tableware as it cannot be disposed easily and it is harmful to the environment.

Next, the guide also gave us a short briefing on our voluntary work that we were going to do and
reminded of being careful when doing the rubbish sorting because it is easy to have incisive wound
from the broken bottles and garbage. When | arrived at the place where we needed to work, there
was a huge plastic bottle hill. We had to remove the plastic lids from the abandoned bottles. When
we finished the work, the workers there took us to wash our hands and visit the house where the
people lived in the past. The working place and the resting place divided systematically and clearly.
It showed that their working condition was well managed. | believe that workers were happy to work
and live there.

After the voluntary work, | have learnt a meaningful lesson. It taught me the importance of recycling
the plastic bottles, papers and aluminum cans. It made me think that we should not always buy dis-
posable drinks. Instead, we should bring our own water bottles which can be reused for many times.
When | saw the hill of the abandoned plastic bottles, | felt sad. Actually it is really a hard job for the
workers to sit under the sun and remove so many lips for a long period of time because their hands
will feel tired and painful. Because of that, | promised to myself that | will not use the disposable plas-
tic bottles and always bring my water bottle so that we can help the environment, help the workers
and help ourselves.
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Taiwan Cultural Learning Study Tour- 3

Students’ Sharing

5D Tse Ying
Many Little Drops Make An Ocean

It was the last day of our exchange journey in Taiwan. It was raining. Yet, it didn't affect our mood to experience the en-
vironmentally friendly development at Tzu Chi Culture and Communication Foundation - we were going to practise bottle
recycling.

Tzu Chi Culture and Communication Foundation is not a foundation organized by Taiwan government but a group of vol-
untary workers. They have put a lot of efforts to promote love in different perspectives including charitable works, medical
cares, education and humanity works. They are willing to spread the love messages all over the world. They have devoted
their money, time, knowledge and themselves selflessly to the foundation just because of the wish of giving more care to our
city, our country, even our world.

Tzu Chi volunteers have been working tirelessly to carry out Tzu Chi's Four Missions, namely Charity, Medicine, Education,
and Culture around the world. Fortunately, we could have a part in their work during this tour. The voluntary work in Tzu Chi
was the most meaningful mission and the most impressive experience in this journey. | think this voluntary work is the main
focus of this Taiwan trip. We always claim that we are green. How much effort have we put on it? If we are just fighting on
paper, itis only an empty talk. Why don't we lear from Taiwan’s model? They have fully supported the principle of environ-
mental protection and been participating actively in green life for many years. They really did a good job.

Tzu Chi Culture and Communication Foundation is an ideal example. In recent years, more and more volunteers have joined
in the foundation. More and more environmental trips consider Tzu Chi as a necessary stroke to practise the experience of
recycling process, including this trip of my school.

Itis unbelievable that recycling progress required such lots of labour force and knowledge. It looks simple but time and human
involvement are highly demanded. Usually, we think that classifying and throwing the plastic bottles to the recycling bins are
enough. However, more concerns are needed on whether the bottles are clean or the materials can be recycled or not.

We have experienced the tiring process, which inspired me to reduce the waste in our life. Although the recycled bottles can
be recreated as new products to the people in need, we still need to do more work on environmental protection. If we use
fewer plastic bottles that may reduce the expenditure of recycling, then the excess reserves can be distributed to the people
while less waste is produced. Or else, please consider consuming carefully if plastic bottles are necessary because not all
the plastic bottles can be recycled and recreated to a new usage.

Protect the environment, save the world! Hong Kong may be a tiny spot in the world map but many litle drops make an
ocean. Just like the spirit of Tzu Chi, we should start a meaningful activity in a little place and then spread the action to as
many comers as we can around the city. | believe that a bright prospect will be seen. Now, it is our turn to influence people
around us in Hong Kong. Come on, stop hesitation and take action now!
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